Stress and coping in paediatric oncology Geoffrey Moss Senior Educational Psychologist, Avon While the concept of stress has enjoyed increasing research attention in the psychological literature, it is also one that enjoys a wide range of definitions. At the same time, regardless of its heuristic value as a means of understanding and explaining aversive reactions to certain events, the paradigm of stress and coping has until recently received scant attention in the field of paediatric oncology (and indeed in child development research generally; see Garmezy & Rutter, 1983) . For example, in a recent review of studies on anticipatory nausea and vomiting in cancer chemotherapy (Burish & Carey, 1986) , out of seventeen reported studies since 1979 only one (Dolgin, Katz, McGinty & Siegel, 1985) (Lazarus & Launier, 1978 (Lazarus, 1981) 
